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John Dowland
(1563-1626) ‘The 
English Orpheus’ 

Nicholas Hilliard,
Young Man with Roses

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=8KDL0J0E-s4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8KDL0J0E-s4


Lachrimae theme



The Voss family, c. 1967



Orchestra of Ecclesford Junior School, Ashford Middx, c. 1967



David Munrow (d.1976) and the Early Music Consort of London 



‘Ascension of 
the Virgin’

By Angela Voss 
(1970s)



1976



Anthony Rooley, lutenist and director of 
The Consort of Musicke



Plato, Allegory of the Cave (Republic 
Book X)



Anthony Rooley, Emma Kirkby and the Consort 
of Musicke (founded 1969)



Chamber music with viol and baroque violin, 1970s
and 80s



The English Fantasy 
Consort of Viols, 2002

‘Helios’: Marie Knight, 
James Johnstone and 
Angela Voss,  c. 1987



Baroque and modern violins



Geoffrey Cornelius,                                 Maggie Hyde                    Liz Greene



Marsilio Ficino 1433-99 

Bust by Andrea Ferrucci, Florence Cathedral 1522



MA recital 1985

MA thesis and editing 
project



‘The Astrologer’ attr. Giorgione

Woodcut by Luigi Pulci in Morgante Maggiore 
(1470s)
Performer with Lira da braccio



This age, like a golden age, has brought back to 
light those liberal disciplines that were practically 
extinguished: grammar, poetry, oratory, painting, 
sculpture, architecture, music, and the ancient 
singing of songs to the Orphic Lyre,
and all this in Florence.

(Ficino, letter to 
Johannes Panonius)



Ficino’s lyre, far more blessed with good fortune than
the lyre of Thracian Orpheus, has brought back from
the underworld what is, if I am not mistaken, the
true Eurydice, that is Platonic Wisdom with its broadest
understanding.

Angelo Poliziano



Siena 
Cathedral



Hermes Trismegistus 
at the entrance of 
Siena Cathedral



For the operation of natural magic nothing is more 
effective than the hymns of Orpheus, especially if the 
correct music, the correct intention of the mind, and all 
the other circumstances known to the wise are applied.

whoever denies that it is possible to understand 
sensible properties intellectually and perfectly by way 
of secret and occult analogy will understand nothing 
from the Orphic Hymns.

(Pico della Mirandola, 
Orphic Conclusions)



St Bartholomew the Great, London 
“[Ficino] set forth the Hymns of 
Orpheus and sang them to the lyre 
with incredible sweetness”
G. Corsi



Orphic Hymn to Jupiter

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=xLSeHNTXx1Y

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLSeHNTXx1Y


Claudio Monteverdi, 1567 (Cremona)-1643 (Venice)
‘The creator of modern music’



Monteverdi’s works

Canzonette 1584
Eight books of madrigals (1587, 1590, 1592, 1603, 
1605, 1614, 1619, 1638)
Scherzi Musicali (1607)
Vespro della Beata Virgine (1610)
Messa a Quattro Voci (1640)
Selva Morale et Spirituale (1641)

Four Operas
L’Orfeo (1607)
L’Arianna (1608)
Il Ritorno d’Ulysse in Patria (1640)
Il Coronazione di Poppea (1642)



Claudio 
Monteverdi

15 May 1567

9.30 am

Cremona

“The perfect marriage of 
words and music”  
(conjunction of Mercury/Venus 
in Gemini)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Ma4OelX45I

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Ma4OelX45I




Lauda Jerusalem psalm 147

Alleluia. Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem: praise thy God, O Sion.
Because he hath strengthened the bolts of thy gates, he hath blessed thy children within thee.
Who hath placed peace in thy borders: and filleth thee with the fat of corn.
Who sendeth forth his speech to the earth: his word runneth swiftly.
Who giveth snow like wool: scattereth mists like ashes.
He sendeth his crystal like morsels: who shall stand before the face of his cold?
He shall send out his word, and shall melt them: his wind shall blow, and the waters shall run.
Who declareth his word to Jacob: his justices and his judgments to Israel.
He hath not done in like manner to every nation: and his judgments he hath not made manifest to them. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning is now and always shall be
World without end, Amen.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJOaljWCxuY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJOaljWCxuY


Orphic Lyre, 
2017


